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Since the introduction of the NHS Breast Screening
Programme 20 years ago over 19 million women
have been screened and the Programme now saves

1,400 lives every year. The Programme is a world best Technical

and its example has been followed to develop similar repeat Mammography l ARnoHmEt

programmes throughout Europe.

In 2001, the screening Programme was extended to
include women aged 65-70. Since 2001 the number
of cancers detected by the Programme has increased Triple assessment
by 62%. This increase is a direct result of the extension | by radiologist,

of routine screening to women aged 65-70 and pathologist, surgeon
the introduction of two-view mammography at all
screening rounds. There is no upper age limit for
screening on request.

Number of women screened

More than 1.6 million women were screened within the Programme in
2005-06, a 10% increase from 2004-05 and a rise of more than 50% over
the last 10 years.

In 2005-06 75.9% of women aged 53-64 had been screened at least once in
the previous three years, compared to 75.5% the year before. Of the women . Treat t
aged 50-64 invited, 75.4% were screened, an increase of 0.4% from 2004-05. ° reatmen
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e The introduction of two view mammography led to a 40% increase in
the number of cancers detected by the Breast Screening Programme.
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Total screening activity (all ages), England 2005-06

Referred for In-situ and -

Age-group No. of women % of women % of women % of women % of women % of women
ge-g screened screened screened screened screened screened

50-64 1,465,560 4.7 0.2 0.6 0.29 (0.14) 0.72
65-70 373,085 4.3 0.2 0.9 0.50 (0.24) 1.16
71 or over 52,763 5.4 0.2 1.4 0.68 (0.31) 1.66

Total (All ages) 1,925,285 47 0.2 0.7 0.34 (0.16) 0.83



